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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An image forming system, comprising: 
an image forming apparatus which includes: 

a recording material supply path for supplying a recording material in a substantially 
vertical direction from a recording material storage section towards an image forming section for 
forming an image on the recording material, wherein said recording material tr ansport supply 
path is provided in said image forming apparatus along one of side walls of a main body of said 
image forming apparatus; and 

a peripheral equipment to be connected to said image forming apparatus in parallel to the 
side wall on a side of said recording material supply path in said main body of said image 
forming apparatus, 

said main body of said image forming apparatus has a space which allows said recording 
material supply path to open from a front side of said image forming apparatus, said space being 
formed between an inner side wall on a side of connecting said peripheral equipment and said 
recording material supply path. 

2. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said space is formed in sufficient size to allow said recording material supply path to open 
in such a manner that an operation of removing said recording material stuck in said recording 
material supply path can be performed. 

3. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said recording material supply path includes a guide section which forms said space; and 
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said guide section is supported so as to be rotatable about an axis provided at a bottom 
end of said recording material supply path, so that said guide section can be moved to the space. 

4. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 

said main body of said image forming apparatus has a cover on a front side of said main 
body of said image forming apparatus, which opens and closes said space as desired. 

5. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus includes a recording material re-transport path for reversing 
a recording material having formed thereon an image and transporting said recording material 
again to said image forming section; and 

said recording material supply path and said recording material re-transport path are 
provided in such a manner that said space is formed below said recording material re-transport 
path in said main body of said image forming apparatus. 

6. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said peripheral equipment is a recording material supply device for supplying a recording 
material from outside said image forming apparatus to said image forming section; and 

said recording material supply device has an expanded recording material storage section 
which can be drawn to a front side. 

7. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 5, wherein a height of an 
upper surface of said peripheral equipment is selected so as to allow a predetermined unit of said 
image forming apparatus to draw at above said peripheral equipment. 

8. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 7, wherein: 

said predetermined unit includes a both-sided printing transport device which has said 
recording material re-transport path. 



Applicant: H. Kida 
U.S.S.N.: 10/684,264 
Response to Office Action 
Page 7 of 17 

9. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 5, wherein: 

said recording material re-transport path is provided along an inner side wall of said main 
body of said image forming apparatus on a side of said recording material supply path, and said 
recording material re-transport path can be opened at above said peripheral equipment. 

10. (Original) The image forming system as set forth in claim 6, wherein: 
said recording material supply section can be drawn to a front side; and 

not only an operation of said image forming apparatus but also an operation of said 
peripheral equipment can be performed from a front side of said image forming system. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus connectable to a peripheral 
equipment, comprising: 

a recording material supply path for supplying a recording material in a substantially 
vertical direction from a recording material storage section towards an image forming section for 
forming an image on the recording material, 

wherein said recording material transport s upply_path is provided in said image forming 
apparatus along one of side walls of a main body of said image forming apparatus; and 

said main body of said image forming apparatus has a space which allows said recording 
material supply path to open from a front side of said image forming apparatus, said space being 
formed between an inner side wall on a peripheral equipment connecting side and said recording 
material supply path. 

12. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

said space is formed in sufficient size to allow said recording material supply path to open 
in such a manner that an operation of removing said recording material stuck in said recording 
material supply path can be performed. 
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13. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 11, wherein: 

said recording material supply path includes a guide section which forms said space; and 
said guide section is supported so as to be rotatable about an axis provided at a bottom 
end of said recording material supply path, so that said guide section can be moved to the space. 

14. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 12, wherein: 

said main body of said image forming apparatus has a cover on a front side of said main 
body of said image forming apparatus, which opens and closes said space as desired. 

15. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 1 1, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus includes a recording material re-transport path for reversing 
a recording material having formed thereon an image and transporting said recording material 
again to said image forming section; and 

said recording material supply path and said recording material re-transport path are 
provided in such a manner that said space is formed below said recording material re-transport 
path in said main body of said image forming apparatus. 

16. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a recording material supply path for supplying a recording material in a substantially 
vertical direction from a recording material storage section towards an image forming section for 
forming an image on the recording material, 

wherein said recording material transport supply-path is provided in said image forming 
apparatus along one of side walls of a main body of said image forming apparatus; 

said main body of said image forming apparatus has a space which allows said recording 
material supply path to open from a front side of said image forming apparatus, said space being 
formed between an inner wall on a side of said recording material supply path and said recording 
material supply path; and 
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said space is formed in sufficient size to allow said recording material supply path to open 
in such a manner that an operation of removing said recording material stuck in said recording 
material supply path can be performed. 

17. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 16, wherein: 

said recording material supply path includes a guide section which forms said space; and 
said guide section is supported so as to be rotatable about an axis provided at a bottom 
end of said recording material supply path, so that said guide section can be moved to the space. 

18. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 17, wherein: 

said main body of said image forming apparatus main body has a cover on a front side of 
said main body of said image forming apparatus, which opens and closes said space as desired. 

19. (Original) The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 16, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus includes a recording material re-transport path for reversing 
a recording material having formed thereon an image and transporting said recording material 
again to said image forming section; and 

said recording material supply path and said recording material re-transport path are 
provided in such a manner that said space is formed below said recording material re-transport 
path in said main body of said image forming apparatus. 



